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in the adjacent water suddenly close. He compares the
phenomenon to the well-known fact that nearly all the
energy of the arm that swings a whip is finally concen-
trated in the tag. At a later date, a pitting action which
is observed in condenser tubes was found to be a possible
consequence of the same cause.

In 1926 Parsons collected and republished the scientific
papers of his father, giving an account of the great
telescope at Birr and of observations made with it. The
volume includes certain letters written in 1854, urging
on the naval authorities the practicability of constructing
a ' floating battery ' or ironclad, an idea then apparently
new.

The fertility of Parsons as an inventor is shown by the
list of his British patents which number over three hundred.
Turbines, electrical machines and their parts are the chief
subjects ; but there are many more.

Among his minor devices was the Auxetophone, better
known in the domestic circle as the Bellowphone. It
was a loud-speaker which could greatly reinforce the
sound of a gramophone or musical instrument, the vibra-
tion being magnified by means of an air-valve relay. A
really loud loud-speaker, it was built long before loud-
speakers became domestic pets or pests. A mention of
it will be found in recollections by Lady Parsons which
are quoted below.

Another early toy of particular interest was a little
flying machine with a spirit engine working a propeller.
This was made by Parsons in 1893 ; he gave an account
of it in Nature of June 18, 1896, along with photographs
which show the machine at rest and in flight. A feature
of the engine was that the spirit vapour, after doing work
in the cylinder, was not discharged into the air, but
passed to a combustion chamber under the boiler, wbare
it served as fuel to evaporate more spirit. The machine
p